
 

 

2008 ENIGMA 
 
WINEMAKER’S NOTES 
Th is  i s  ou r  Mer lo t  predominant  ‘Rese rve ’  labe l  f rom  the  
excep t iona l ,  beau t i f u l l y  r ipe  200 8  v in tage .  Th is  seduc t i ve  
and  sensuous  red  w ine  i s  a  b lend  o f  3  g rape  va r ie t ies  g rown  
on  the  coas t  a t  Te  Awanga,  t he  f lavou rs  o f  p lum,  s wee t  sp icy 
cass is ,  m in t  and  ea r thy  v io le t s  combine  wi th  long  f ine -
g ra ined  tann ins  and  swee t  oak .  Ce l la r  f o r  3 -12  yea rs ,  o r  
d r ink  ea r l ie r  f o r  a  more  f ru i t y  s t y le .   
 
WINEMAKING INFORMATION 
The  f ru i t  was c rushed  and  de -s temmed  in to  2000  l i t re  tanks ,  
co ld  mace ra ted  fo r  3  days  and  fe rmented  wi th  a  m ix tu re  o f  
w i ld  and  inocu la ted  yeas ts .  Tempera tu res  reached  32ºC wi th  
a  4  hou r l y  hand  p lung ing  and  da i ly  rack  and  re tu rns .  The  
wine  the  spent  28  days  unde rgo ing  ex tended mace ra t ion .   
 
75% Mer lo t ,  14% Caberne t  F ranc  and  11% Ma lbec  matu red  
fo r  17  months  in  p redom inant l y  new French  oak  ba r r iques .  
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Former l y  known as  ‘Rese rve  Mer lo t ’  o r  ‘Rese rve  
Mer lo t /Ma lbec ’ ,  the  name change  i s  to  a l low fo r  f lex ib i l i t y  o f  
b lend ing  op t ions  f rom year  t o  yea r .   En igma  h as  been 
chosen  to  re f lec t  the  var ia t ions  o f  each  v in tage  and  the  
ec lec t ic  b lend ing  s t y le  o f  the  w inemaker !  P rev ious  v in tages 
o f  th is  Mer lo t  p redom inan t  b lend  have  exce l led  w i th  go ld  
meda ls ,  5  s ta r  ra t ings  and  Top  o f  W ine  show s ta tus  inc lud ing 
A i r  New Zea land  T roph ies  fo r  the  1994  and  1996 v in tages.  
 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
Alc  13 .5%   
 
SUGGESTED DRINKING DATES 
Now to  2014  
 
ACCOLADES 
Si l ve r  meda l  Hawkes Bay A&P Awards  2010  
S i l ve r  meda l  NZ In te rna t iona l  W ine Compet i t ion  2010  
S i l ve r  meda l  Romeo  Braga to  W ine  Awar ds  2010  
B ronze  meda l  Roya l  Eas te r  Show 2010  
B ronze  meda l  L iquo r land  In t  W ine  Compet i t ion  2010  
4 .5  s ta rs  W INESTATE magaz ine  2010  
4 .5  s ta rs  M ichae l  Cooper  2011  
 



 

 

 
 
 

 


